


The attack on Chicago's housing prob- 
1s a race against time to prevent 

1ng shortages here from impeding our 
prod~ct1on, a disaster already e~er 
d W. many communities in both the ent tonr11ct and in the last war. h 

t , lt HJ a race to tneurs that Chic 
be able to do 1 ts part to htlJ) 

the nat1on1s production I0$.1S. 

T0 meet this program, the Hous1ng 
or1ty 1s rushing the completion of 
e new war homes in less than a year•s 
tructaon time, an average of more than 
a day. This is t}le beginning of the 

er to the demand tor shelter trom 1n 
ant war workers and their t8m111es. 

Five homes a day for war workers -- 
00 to.be completed by 1943--reads the 
eduie of the Chicago Housing Authority's 
housing program for Chicago. 
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Chicago's vacancy rate has 
ping atead11Y tor the past 
In 1939, there were 42,387 
all ld.nd.B -- slightly ovar four 
ot all the dwelling untta 111 * 
BUt by Jall\t8,ey 1941, onl.y 17, 700 
were ..,..,t - on1Y two per 
bJ J~ 1942, tbs V&c&llQ' d.roppal'fai·below 0.9 per cent- 
8,000 units. 7) 

U41tion, tm CIL1 
Housing ICnrmd.ttee 1nd1oatad., 
t1gat1011 J.Bat March,that oDJr 
were t camd to be o t the ft: 
and price required 'b1 the 
worker.a.) 

To otf'set a hoU8 
large 11Ulllber of rental 
1118et t2le needs of' the 
er w1ll have to be o 
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At the same time, obsolescence end 
decay have spread throughout much or our 
existing supply of' housing, increasing the 
number or substandard homes and blighted 
areas. Today, over 225,000 Chicago dW&l- 
11ng units are substandard - one tourtb 
or all housing tn the city. Host tam11188 
forced to 11 ve in these quarters haw law 
incomes end cannot attord. decent home&. 
eut income ts no longer the only test ot 
a ram11y1s ab111ty to r1.lld.an adequate 
home. Today, there are practlcal.17 no de 
cent homes ava1lable in tJl8 -411.D and 
low rental groups. 

our builders end planners hs.VB been 
slow to take up the challenge ot the rap 
id increase in the n\Dllber of !am111es dur 
ing the last decade. From 1930 to 1940 
more dwe]:11ng uni ts were actually destroy 
ed \>Y Ure, vandalism, end demolition than 
were constructed.4} were it not for a 
number of conversions or large apartments 
into smaller ones during this period, by 
1940 we would have had over 75,000 more 
tam111es in Chicago than dwelling units. 

sugar on MaY 4-7, 1942 revealed that the 
city's population has rurther increased 
by eo,264 in two years since the federal census in 1940. This rapid growth has 
been partly due to the now or war industry 
to~ Chicago end the transfer of "Bovern- 
ment agenctes. 
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Thi Cbtc-co ••• ••etll 
nlclpal corparatton 1111•111 
ance and lCM rent .. ~. 
•lreaclr rebDuaed 
1DCOlll t 111•• t 
tour 

Housing Authortt7, ln aat-.mo 
solved to rush cons._.,... 
tal hmee tor -.r _._I'm 
earning braeat bel 
requlreci bmea 1"8111111• 
and $40 a month. 
housing -rgeac7, 
to be howrec1 tint. 



pressing to canplete the tinit lD 
on this project by the end ot .A: 
the Frances· C&br1ni Homes and 
H. Brooks Homes were designed by 
elated Housing Architects of 

In accordance with the War Production 
Board's appeal tor speed, the Chicago 
Housing Authority promptl.y cut construc 
tion schedules. On December 10, the s. 
N. Nielsen Company broke ground !or the 
Frances Cabrini Homes. Here. the !irst 
dwelling uni ts will be ready ror war work 
ers and their families in Jul.y, 1942. 

On February 2, 1942 construction be 
gan on the Robert H. Brooke Homes. The 
Pa trick Warren Construction Com.p&.IJ1' 1s now 

In accordance with its policy o! pre 
serving the same racial character 1n the 
redeveloped neighborhood, the Autb.oi'1ty 
decided to make the West Bide housing 
project available insofar as possible to 
Negro war workers. Recentl.y, this project 
l\El.S named the Robert H. BrookS Homes. 
Robert H. Brooks, a Negro soldier or the 
United States Army Amored Force, gave 
his lite tor his country on December e, 
1941 in the Philippines, becoming the 
Amored Force ' s tirst casualty or the war. 
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Rents, which have as yet bean 
termined tor only one pro3ect. fQ'e 
scheduled so as to appro%1.mate 
wages ot the tenant. Incl'lld.t.ng 
ot heat, gas, and electr1c1fi¥. 
being graded at eeversl d1tr 
between $20 and $40 a DHmth, 
meet the needs ot war wo1l(fl!pfj/"" 
~om $25 to S40 a week. 

homes gives a thrilling view or how .Amer 
ican workmen can skilltully and speedily 
tackle any job .no matter how large or di! 
ficul t, to win this war. AS you "9.tch, 
long lines of bricklayers erect a build 
ing's entire wall in only a rew hours. 
noors', windows, plumbing, and the interior 
walls seem to fall into position almost 
as rapidly as space is created tor them. 
Speed, and more speed, in order that our 
production soldiers need not lose a single 
minute at their jobs tor lack ot a place 
to live. .. 

Most of the new war homes will be ot 
permanent type, tire-proot constructton 
s1m11ar to the other Chicago public hous 
ing projects. Arter the "9.r, th8J' will be 
available to rehouse low income faln111es 
trom Chicago's blighted areas. 

The individual homes will :nmg 
size from 2 to 6i rooms, tba larpr 
being either 4*- or Si-roam units. 
ot the dwellings will be ot the tw:d'!fl1•r 
(duplex) row house type - l 
kitchen-dinette on the t1rat tloor, 
bedrooms and bath upstairs. 
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